PER 

Per ICR a MUM. «./ . [from irefi and cranium ; pcricrdne, Fr.] 
1 he pericranium i s the membrane that covers the fkull : it 
is a very thin and nervous membrane of an exquifite fenfc, 
|uch as covers immediately not only the cranium, but all the 
bones of the body, except the teeth; for which reafon it is 
alio called the perioftcum. • 

Having divided the pericranium , I faw a filTure running the 
whole length of the wound. Wifeman's Surgery. 

Periculous. adj. [pcnculo/us , Lat.] Dangerous; jeopar- 
dous ; hazardous. A word not in ufe. " 

As the moon every feventh day arriveth unto a contrary 
lign, lo oaturn, which remaineth about as many years in one 
lign, and holdeth the fame confideratfon in years as the moon 
in days, doth caufe thefe periculous periods. Brown. 

Perie'RCY. n.f. [irspl and t^yov.] Needlefs caution in an 
operation; unneceffary diligence. 

Perigf/e. )«•/- [ttesi and y% ; perigee, Fr.] Is a point in 

Rerigeum. s the heavens, wherein a planet is faid to be in 
its neareft diftance poffible from the earth. Harris 

By the proportion of its motion, it was at the creation! 
at the beginning of Aries, and the perigeum or neareft point 
in Libra. Brown's Vulgar Errours. 

1 ERiHE lium. n.f. [irtpl and %\to; ; peribelic, Fr.J Is that 
flpint of a planet’s orbit, wherein it is neareft the fun. Harris. 

Sir Ilaac Newton has made it probable, that the comet, 
which appeared in 1680, by approaching to the fun in its 
penhelium, acquired fuch a degree of heat, as to be 50000 
a cooling. Cheyne's Philofopbical Principles. 

PE'RIL. n.f. [peril, Fr. peritel, Dutch; periculum , Lat.] 

1. Danger; hazard; jeopardy. 

Dear Pyrocles, be liberal unto me of thofe things, which 
have mffde you indeed precious to the world, and now doubt 
not to tell of your perils. Sidney, b. ii. 

How many perils do infold 

The righteous man to make him daily fall. Fairy Qiteen. 

In the a£t what perils (hall we find. 

If either place, or time, or other courfe, 

Caufe us to alter fo’ order now aflign’d. Daniel. 

The love and pious duty which you pay, 

Have pafs’d the perils of fo hard a way. Dryden. 

Strong, healthy and young people are more in peril by 
peftilential fevers, than the weak and old. Arbutbnot. 

2. Denunciation; danger denounced. 

I told her. 

On your difpleafure’s peril , 

She fhould not vifit you. Shakefp. Winter's Talc. 

Pe RILOUS. adj. [perileux, Fr. from peril.] 

1. Dangerous; hazardous; full of danger. 

Alterations in the fervice of God, for that they impair the 
credit of religion, arc therefore perilous in common-Weals, 
which have no continuance longer than religion hath all re¬ 
verence done unto it. Hooker, b. v. f. 2. 

Her guard is chaftity. 

She that has that is clad in compleat fteel. 

And like a quiver’d nymph with arrows keen 
May trace huge forefts and unharbour’d heaths, 

Infamous hills and fandy perilous wilds. Milton. 

Di&ate propitious to my duteous ear. 

What arts can captivate the changeful feer: 

For perilous th’ aflay, unheard the toil 
i" elude the prcfcience of a God by guile. Pope. 

Into the perilous flood 

Bear fearlcfs. Thomfon. 

2. It is ufed by way of emphafis, or ludicrous exaggeration of 
any thing bad. 

Thus was th’ accomplifb’d fquire endu’d 
With gifts and knowledge perilous fhrewd. Hudibras. 

3. Smart; witty. In this fenfe it is, I think, only applied to 
children, and probably obtained its fignification from the 
notion, that children eminent for wit, do not live; a witty 
boy was therefore a perilous boy, or a boy in danger. It is 
vulgarly parlous. 

’Tis a per'lous boy. 

Bold, quick, ingenious, forward, capable; 

He’s all the mother’s from the top to toe. Shakefp. 

Perilously, adv. [from perilous.] Dangeroufly. 

Pe'rilousness. n.f. [from perilous.] Dangeroufnefs. 

Peri meter, n. J. [mf and ; perimetre, Fr.J The 

compafs or fum of all the fides which bound any figure of 
what kind foever, whether rectilinear or mixed. 

By comprefling the glaffes ftilJ more, the diameter of this 
ring would increafe, and the breadth of its orbit or perimeter 
decreafc, until another new colour emerged in the centre of 
the laft. Newton's Opticks. 

PE'RIOD. n. f. [periods , Fr. TrifioJoj.J 

1. A circuit. 

2. Time in which any thing is performed, fo as to begin again 
in the fame manner. 

Tell thefe, that the fun is fixed in the centre, that the 
earth with all the planets roll round the fun in their feveral 
period thev cannot admit a fyllable of this new dodtrine. 

Watts. 
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3. A ftated number of years; a round of time, at the end i 
which the things comprilcd within the calculation (ball 

to the ftate in which they were at beginning. tura 

A cycle or period is an account of years that h-K , u ■ 

ning and end too, and then begins again as often as ftSt 

We ftile a lefTer/pace a cycle, and a gteatefbf foe” SS 
of period-, and you may not improperly call the beginning 
a large period the epocha thereof. Holder on 77 f 

4. The end or conclufion. m T,mi - 

If my death might make this ifland happy 
And prove the period of their tyranny, 

I would expend it with all willingneis ; 

But mine is made the prologue to their play. Shaktfi, 
1 here is nothing fo fecrct that fhall not be brought to light 
within the compafs of our world ; whatfoever concerns this 
fublunary world in the whole extent of its duration, from the 
chaos to the laft period. Burnet's Theory of the Earth. 

What anxious moments pafs between 
The birth of plots and their laft fatal periods. 

Oh ! ’tis a dreadful interval of time. Addipn 

5. The ftate at which any thing terminates. 

Beauty’s empires, like to greater ftates. 

Have certain periods fet, and hidden fates. Sudlin- 

Light-confcrving '{tones mult be fet in the fiin before they 
retain light, and the light will appear greater or leller, until 
they come to their utmolt period. n;‘i 

6. Length of duration. ^ ' 

Some experiment would be made how by art to make plants 
more laftmg than their ordinary period ; as to make a {talk 
of wheat laft a whole year. Bacon’s Natural Hitlory. 

7. A complete l'entence from one full flop to another. 

Periods are beautiful, when they are not too Ions: for fo 
they have their ftrength too as in a pike or javelin. B. John]'. 

Is this the confidence you gave me. 

Lean on it lately, not a period 

Shall be unlaid for me. Milton. 

Syllogifm is made ufe of to difeover a fallacy, cunningly* 
wrapt up in a fmootli period. ' Loch. 

For the alfiftance of weak memories, the firft words of 
every period in every page may be written in diftinct colours. 

Watts’s Improvement of the Mind. 

From the tongue 

Th’ unfinifh’d period falls. Thomfon's Spring ; 

To Pe'riod. v. a. [from the noun.] To put an end to. A 
bad word. 

Yout letter he defires 

To thofe have {hut him up, which failing to him. 

Periods his comfort. Shakefp. Timon of Athtns, 

Peru! dical. } ad i' C periodique,Fr. from period.] 

1. Circular; making a circuit; making a revolution. 

Was the earth’s periodick motion always in the fame plane 
with that of the diurnal, we Ihould mils of thole kindly in- 
creafes of day and night. Dcrham. 

Four moons perpetually roll round the planet Jupiter, and 
are carried along with him in his periodical circuit round the 
fun. Watts’s Improvement of the Mind. 

2 . Happening by revolution at fome ftated time. 

Aftrological undertakers would raile men out of fome (limy 
foil, impregnated with the influence of the ftars upon fome 
remarkable and periodical conjunctions. Bentley. 

3. Regular.; performing fome action at ftated times. 

The confufion of mountains and hollows furniflied.me with 
a probable reafon for thofe periodical fountains in Switzerland, 
which flow only at fuch particular hours of the day. Adiiijon. 

4. Relating to periods or revolutions. 

It is implicitly denied by Ariftotle in his politicks, in that 
difeourfe againft Plato, who meafured the vicilTitude and mu¬ 
tation of ftates by a periodical fatality of number. Brown. 

Periodically, adv. [from periodica!.] At ftated periods. 
The three tides ought to be underltood of the lpace of the 
night and day, and then there will be a regular flux and re¬ 
flux thrice in that time every eight hours periodically. 

Broome. 

Peri'osteum. n.f. [arsjl and ortov ; pcriojle, Fr.J 

All the bones arc covered with a very fenfible membrane, 
called the periofleum. Cheyne's Philofopbical Principles. 

Periphery, n.f. [tt^I and (piqu ; peripheric, Fr.J Circum¬ 
ference. 

Neither is this foie vital faculty fuflicient to exterminate 
noxious humours to the periphery or outward parts. Harvey. 

To Peri'phrase. v. a. [periphrafer, Fr.J To exprefs one 
word by many ; to exprefs by circumlocution. 

Periphrasis, n.f [ne^lp^cc.ijnperiphrafe, Fr.] Circum¬ 

locution ; ufe of many words to exprefs the fen fe of one 1 
as, for death , we may fay, the lofs of life. . 

They make the gates of Thebes and the mouths of this 
river a conftant pertphrafis for this number feven. Brown. 

She contains all. blifs, . 

And makes the world but her periphrafis. Cleavtm ■ 

, They 
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They Ihew their learning ufelefly, and make a long peri- 
phajis on every word of the book they explain. Watts. 

The periphrafes and circumlocutions, by which Homer cx- 
prefies the Angle adt of dying, have fupplied fucceeding poets 
with all their manners of phrafing it. Pope. 

Periphr a’stical. adj. [from periphrafis.] Circumlocutory; 
exprefling the fenfe of one word in many. 

Peripneu'moNY. / »./ [me] and 7 rvivp.uv; peripneumonie, 

Peripneumo'nia. ) Fr.J An inflammation of the lungs. 

Lungs oft imbibing phlegmatick and melancholick hu¬ 
mours, are now and then deprehended fchirrous, by diffipa- 
tion of the lubtiler parts, and lapidification of the groffer 
that remain, or may be left indurated, through the grols re¬ 
scues of peripneumonia or inflammation of the lungs. 

Harvey. 

A peripneumony is the laft fatal fymptom of every difeafe ; 
for no body dies without a ftagnation of the blood in the 
lungs, which is the total extinction of breath. Arbuthnot'. 

To Pe RISH. v. n. [perir, Fr. pereo, Lat.] 

1. To die ; to be deftroyed ; to be loft; to come to nothing. 

I burn, I pine, I perijh. 

If I atchieve not this young modeft girl. Shakefp. 

If I have feen any perijh for want of cloathing, then let 
mine arm fall from my {houlder-blade. Job xxxi. 29. 

He keepeth back his foul from the pit, and his life from 
perijhing by the fvvord. Job xxxiii. 18. 

They perijh quickly from off the good land. Deut. xi. 18. 

I perijh with hunger. Luke xv. 17. 

The fick, when their cafe comes to be thought defperate, 
are carried out and laid on the earth to perijh without afliftance 
or pity. Locke. 

Characters drawn on duft, that the firft breath of wind ef¬ 
faces, are altogether as ufeful as the thoughts of a foul that 
perijh in thinking. Locke. 

Expofing their children, and. leaving then! iri the fields to 
perijh by want, has been the pradfice. Locke. 

Still when the luft of tyrant pow’r fucceeds. 

Some Athens perijhes, or fome Tully bleeds. Pope. 

In the Iliad, the anger of Achilles had cauffed the death of 
fo many Grecians; and in the Odyfley, the fubje£t$ perijhed 
through their own fault. Pope. 

2. To be in a perpetual ftate of decay. 

Duration, and time which is a part of it, is the idea we 
have of perijhing diftance, of which no two parts exift to¬ 
gether, but follow in fucceltion ; as expaniion is the idea of 
lading diftance, all whofe parts exift together. Locke. 

3. To be loft eternally. 

Thefe, as natural brute beads made to be deftroyed, fpeak 
evil of the things they underftand ,not, and {hall utterly 
perijh. 2 Peter ii. 12. 

O fuffer me not to perijh in my fins, Lord careft thou not 
that I perijh, who wilt that all fhould be faved, and that none 
{hould perijh. Moreton's Daily Exercije, 

To PERISH, v. a. Todeftrby; to decay. Not in ufe. 

The fplitting rocks cow’r’d in the finking fands, 

And would not dafh me with their ragged fides ; 

Becaufc thy flinty heart, more hard than they, 

Miglit in thy palace perifj Margaret. Shakefp. Henry Vi. 
Rife, prepar’d in black, to mburn thy perijh’cl lord. 

Dryden. 

He was fo referred, that he would impart his fccrets to no¬ 
body ; whereupon this clofenefs did a little perijh his under- 
ftandings. Collier on Friendjhip. 

familiar now with grief your ears refrain. 

And in the publick woe forget your own, 

You weep not for a perijh'd lord alone. Pope. 

Perishable, adj. [from per if.] Liable to pcrilh; fubjebt to 
decay ; of fliort duration. 

W e derogate from his eternal power to aferibe to them 
the fame dominion over our immortal fouls, which they have 
over all bodily fubftances and pcrifiable natures. Raleigh. 

r o thefe purpofes nothing can fo much contribute as me¬ 
dals of undoubted authority not perijhable by time, nor con- 
hned to any certain place. Addifon. 

• « u r ’ nnces g rcateft prefent felicity to reign in their fub- 
jects hearts; but thefe are too perijhable to preferve their me¬ 
mories, which can only be done by the pens of faithful hi- 
ltonans, 9 */> 

Human nature could not fuftain the reflection of hawig 
ail its Ichemes and expectations to determine with this frail 
and perijhable compolition.. of flefli and blood. Rogers 

Thrice has he feen the perijhable kind 
, men decay. JW, Ody/Tev. 

^•Rishableness. n.f [from perijhable.] Liablenefs to be 
deftroyed; liablcncls to decay. 

Suppofe an ifland feparate from all commerce, but havino- 
nothing becaufc of its commonefs and perijhablenefs, fit to 
mpply the place of money; what reafon could any have 
to enlarge his pofleflions beyond the ufe of his family. 

Per^ta'ltick. adj. j perijlaltique, Fr.] 

t J altick motion is that vermicular motion of the guts, 
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which is made by the contraction of the fpiral fibres, Whereby 
the excrements are preffed downwards and voided. Quincy. 

The periflaltick motion of the guts, and the continual ex- 
preflioii of the fluids, will not fuffer the leall matter to be 
applied to one point the lcaft inftant. Arbuthnot. 

Periste'rion. n.f. The herb vervain. Dicl. 

Peristyle, n. f. [pcrijlilc, Fr.] A circular range of pillars. 
The Villa Gordiana'had & pcrijlyle of two hundred pillars. 

Arbuthnot on Coins. 

Pe'risystole. n.f [irefi and £Vo?oi.] The paufe or inter¬ 
val betwixt the two motions of the heart or pulfe; namely, 
that of the fyftole or contraction of the heart, and that of 
diaftole or dilatation. Did?. 

Peritone'um. n. f. [irsgsrdvootov ; peritoine, Fr.J This lies 
immediately under the mufcles of the lower belly, and is a 
thin and foft membrane, which enclofes all the bowels 
contained in the lower belly, covering all the infide of its 
cavity. Dift. 

Wounds penetrating into the belly, are fuch as reach no 
farther inward than to the peritoneum. IVifeman. 

Pe'rjure. n. f [perjurus, Lat.] A perjured of forfworn 
perfon. A word not in ufe. 

Hide thee, thou bloody hand, 

Thou perjure , thou fimular of virtue. 

Thou art inccftuous. Shakefp. King Lear. 

To PE'RJURE. v. a. [perjuro, Lat.] To rorlwear; to 
taint with perjury. It is ufed with the reciprocal pronoun. 
Who Ihould be trufted now, when the right hand 
Is perjur'd to the bofonft Shakefp . 

The law is not made for a righteous man, but for the 
lawlefs and difobedient, for perjured perfons. i Tim. i. io- 

Pe'rjurer. n.f [from perjure.] One, that fwears falfely. 

The common oath of the Scythians was by the fvvord and 
fire; for that they accounted thofe two (pedal divine powers, 
which Ihould work vengeance on the perjurers. Spcnfer. 

Perju'ry. n.f. [perjUrium, Lat.] Fallcoath. 

My great father-in-law, renowned Warwick, 

Cried aloud--What fcourge for perjury 

Can this dark monarchy afford fake Clarence, 

And fo he vanifli’d. Sbaktjp. RichardJU. 

Pe'riwig. n.f. [perruque , Fr.] Adfcititious hair; hair not 
natural, worn by way of ornament or concealment of bald- 
nefs. 

Her hair is auburn, mine is perfeCl yellow; 

If that be all the difference in his love. 

I’ll get me fuch a colour’d periwig. Shakefp. 

It offends me to hear a robufteous periwig- pated fellow tear 
a paflion to tatters, to fplit the ears or’ the groundlings. 

Sbakcfpeare. 

The fun’s 

Dilhevcl’d beams and fcatter’d fires 
Serve but for ladies periwigs and tiles 
In lovers formers. 2 W* 

Madam time, be ever bald, 

I’!! not thy periwig be call’d. Clcaveland. 

. F° r vailing of their vifages his highnefs and the marquis 
bought each a periwig, fomewhat to ovedhadow their fort- 

hea i S / rlr „ , . . . Wotton. 

They ufed falle hair or periwigs. Arbuthnot on Coins. 

f rom her own head iVFegara takes 
A periwig of twifted (hakes. 

Which in the niceft fafliion curl'd, 

_ Like toupets. Swift's Mfcellanles. 

To Pe rivvig. k. *. [from the noun.] To drefs in talfc hair 
Now when the winter’s keener breath began 
To cryftallize the Baltick ocean, 

To glaze the lakes, to bridle up the floods. 

And periwig with fnow the bald-pate woods. Sylve/lo 

Near the door an entrance gapes, J 

Crouded round with antick {hapes, 

Difcord periwig'd with fnakes, 

PEDmiN^LE^ 2 ' 1 ^ 1 ftridCS takCS ‘ SW T t S Mi f ceUont ^- 

1. A frnall foeil filh; a kind of fi{h fnail. 

Thetis is reprefented by a lady of a brownifh complexion 
her hair dilheveled about her {boulders, upon her head a co¬ 
ronet of periwinkle and efcalop {hells. p. i 

2. A plant. x eat bam. 

The periwinkle hath a flower cup, confiftino- Q f i 
that is divided into five long narrow iegments : the (lower alfo 
confifts of one leaf which expands in form of a falver and 
as cut into five broad fegments : the pointal, which arifes’from 

hu e fkTor er D 0 oH the fl K° W r CUP ’ beC ° niCS 3 fruit compo M of Zo 
feeds • to w rh K° nta l'! °, bl0 "g’ c yhndrie;U, furrowed 
mTnvloL h h - nia ( be , added ’ that this plant (hoots out 
many long ereepmg branches that (trike out roots at their 

There are in ufe, for the prevention of the cramp^nl* 
of green periwinkle -tied about the calf of the leg. ? Bafn 

ma„ur°nd^w3! SSWi,h * W ”**%£*>- *** 


Vij'man's Surgery. 
To Perkv 
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